
Dynamic duo: Australian flying 15 champions Mark- and Grant Alderson celebrate their success yesterday. ptcrURE: RoD

Mates share umph
By Ro_wrNe
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GRANT ALDERSON and Mark
Thomas went to lhe same
school, they shared the same
accommodation and after yester-
day's final heat, they shari:d the
spoils of winning the Summitflying !-5 national champion-
Itrip.s o[ Royal Freshwate; Bay
Yacht Club.

The WA pair, sailing Crash
Test- Dummies, needed only a
third in the l0th and final lieatof the tirles ro beat Crucial
Moment, skippered by nine-times winner Graehe Lillings-
ton.and crewman Edmond Ree
scvicius, of tt/A, for the title. -

It was 3Gyear-old Atderson's
fourth national championship
vlclorv.

Viciorians James Flower and
Greg Wells on Dingo won the
heat from Lillingston and Alder-
son but earlier results precluded
tlem_fr9ry rhe rop-plabings and
they finished eighth.
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Despite a long-term friendship
which started when Alderson
and Thomas went to Christ
Cfurch Grammar School, noneof Alderson's previous cham-
pionship wins had been with his
mate. .

He won with Andrew Harrvin 1994, with Wayne Miller in
1991, and Lillingston took a
break from skippering in the
1990 titles to crew forlhe win-
ning Alderson

'Taking nothing away from
Grant, it did not blow as hard ar
we would have liked," admitted
Lillingston. *We seem to go bet-
ter when the breeze is a bit
stronger and we've had light
breezes most of the time.-

championships.
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